
Isaiah 58:3-9 (ESV) 
3 ‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? 
Why have we humbled ourselves, and you 
take no knowledge of it?’ Behold, in the day 
of your fast you seek your own pleasure, and 
oppress all your workers. 4 Behold, you fast 
only to quarrel and to fight  and to hit with a 
wicked fist. Fasting like yours this day 
 will not make your voice to be heard on high. 
5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day for a 
person to humble himself? Is it to bow down 
his head like a reed, and to spread sackcloth 
and ashes under him? Will you call this a 
fast,  and a day acceptable to the LORD? 6 “Is 
not this the fast that I choose: to loose the 
bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of 
the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to 
break every yoke?  7 Is it not to share your 
bread with the hungry and bring the 
homeless poor into your house; when you 
see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide 
yourself from your own flesh? 8 Then shall 
your light break forth like the dawn, and your 
healing shall spring up speedily; your 
righteousness shall go before you;  the glory 
of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9 Then 
you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you 
shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’  
 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12, 13-16 (ESV) 
2 And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not 
come proclaiming to you the testimony of 
God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I 
decided to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I was 
with you in weakness and in fear and much 
trembling, 4 and my speech and my message 
were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so 
that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of 
men but in the power of God. 6 Yet among 
the mature we do impart wisdom, although it 
is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of 
this age, who are doomed to pass away. 
7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom 
of God, which God decreed before the ages 
for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age 
understood this, for if they had, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as 

it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear 
heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what 
God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10 these things God has revealed to us through 
the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, 
even the depths of God. 11 For who knows a 
person's thoughts except the spirit of that 
person, which is in him? So also no one 
comprehends the thoughts of God except the 
Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, that we might understand the things freely 
given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words 
not taught by human wisdom but taught by the 
Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who 
are spiritual. 15 The spiritual person judges all 
things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 
16 “For who has understood the mind of the 
Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the 
mind of Christ. 
 
Matthew 5:13-20 (ESV) 
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has 
lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything 
except to be thrown out and trampled under 
people's feet. 14 “You are the light of the world. 
A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do 
people light a lamp and put it under a basket, 
but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven. 17 “Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For 
truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass 
away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the 
Law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore 
whoever relaxes one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do the 
same will be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven, but whoever does them and teaches 
them will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 
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 In the Name of Jesus      

Theme of the Day ~ “The Righteousness of Christ. Jesus warns that “unless 

your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 

enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:20), but He also calls His imperfect 

people “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the world” (Matt. 5:13, 14). That’s 

because the Lord Jesus came not to abolish the Law or the prophets, “but to 

fulfill them” (Matt. 5:17) in perfect faith and love. Since He does and teaches all 

of God’s commandments, He is “called great in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 

5:19). God manifests His “demonstration of the Spirit and of power” in “Jesus 

Christ and him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2–4), and through the preaching of the 

Gospel He gives His “secret and hidden wisdom” (1 Cor. 2:7). Christ gives this 

perfect righteousness to His people, and it leads them to true fasting, which is 

“to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the 

oppressed go free” (Is. 58:6) and “to share your bread with the hungry and bring 

the homeless poor into your house” (Is. 58:7). 

ORDER OF SERVICE Divine Service Setting Three Pg 184 

OPENING HYMN “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word” LSB 904 

SERMON HYMN “Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness”   LSB 788 

SERMON “Wisdom Revealed”  Matthew 5:13-20 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  “Just as I am, Without One Plea” LSB 570 
 “Jesus, They Blood and Righteousness” LSB 563 
 “Holy Spirit, Light Divine” LSB 496 
 “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” LSB 849 
CLOSING HYMN “Jesus Loves Me” LSB 588 

 
Pastor  Paul Hauser     Organist   Ruth Wardin 
Elders  Paul Bohn & Frank Yell 
A/V Thomas Hollingsworth 
Acolytes    Kiera Goward & Alyssa Carroll 
Ushers      Jerry Neuenfeldt, Bruce Tessin, Bob Burdick 
Greeters Don & Bernice Beach 
Altar Guild  Chris Farrar 

 

Our Measure of Love and Gifts 
Attendance last week – 96 Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion $3,856 ~ 
Received for the Lord’s Work $3,727= Loose Plate $27, Envelopes $2,710, 
Mission $72, Maintenance $108, Hall Rent $50, S. Neuenfeldt Memorial $10, 
Teach Rent $750; Capital Prj. $5.  
 
Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday: Feb 10- Leon 
Zastrow; Feb 11- Harold McKellar (his 84th); Feb 14- Tami Mosher; Feb 15- Kim 
Grossman. 
 
Today’s Memory Verse ~ “Dear friends, I urge you as aliens and strangers in 
the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.” 1 Peter 
2:11 
 
Souper Bowl Sunday ~Following the service we will receive a door offering 
which will benefit Saginaw’s East Side Soup Kitchen. The soup kitchen has 
served 95,367 meals in 2016 and have served 3,232 meals so far in January. 
Your generous support will allow them the resources to help serve those in 
need helping with lunch time meal service and after school programming. Your 
support is greatly appreciated.  
 
Year End Tax Statements ~ If you would like a copy of your 2016 contributions 
for tax purposes please contact Laura Hollingsworth or email her at 
holling796@aol.com and she will get one for you.  
 
Pulled Pork Dinner ~ Valley Lutheran High School's Parent Organization will 
be having their annual Pulled Pork Dinner on Sunday, February 12 from 
11:00-1:30. The dinner includes beans, coleslaw, chips, and a dessert. One 
sandwich with the fixings is $8.00, 2 sandwiches are $10.00. Individual 
sandwiches are $3.00. 
 
Thrivent Choice Dollars - Thanks to all those who have already directed their 
Thrivent Choice dollars to Zion which goes into Zion’s Capital Projects Fund. In 
2016 $4,704 was received. If you are an eligible member, another consideration 
is to direct Choice Dollars to Camp LuLayLea. Call 1-800-847-4836 and say 
"Thrivent Choice" to be connected to a customer service rep. or go online to 
www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  You will need your Thrivent ID number or 
your social security number for proper identification. You can still designate 
2016 dollars until March 31, 2017. After that any dollars not designated will 
remain with Thrivent.  
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